
Sc
en

ic
 c

ir
cu

la
r 

ro
u

te
	

Fr
om

 E
ag

le
 M

ill
 v

ia
 H

ou
gh

to
n,

 th
e 

H
em

in
gf

or
ds

 a
nd

 S
t I

ve
s

A walk  
in nature

6.8
miles

2-4
hours



This is one of our favourite walks. It’s beautiful in all the 
seasons and great if you’ve brought your dog along too.

Scenic circular route from Eagle Mill via 
Houghton, the Hemingfords and St Ives

Cross the road at Eagle Mill turn right, 
down the hill. Walk approximately 200m 
to a left turning into Hill Estate.

Hill Estate descends into a more modern 
but mature development known as 
Home Farm Road. If you walk along  
this for approximately 500m, you see  
a green on your left at the end of which 
are a number of impressive chestnut 
trees. Turn left  
into a public  
footway known  
as The Lanes.

Keeping left along the Lanes, you will 
reach Thicket Road after approximately 
500m. Cross the road and enter a quite 
shaded laneway that is bordered  
by a wall and fence.  

This path  
is narrow  
and only  
100m long. 

Upon reaching and passing through  
the pedestrian gate, you will catch  
sight of Houghton Mill, diagonally  
on your right.

Walk towards it, past the National Trust 
café before turning left to go through  
a short tunnel.



This will take you across the river via a 
busy river lock and into the meadow.  
Around 15 to 20 minutes of your walk 
will have elapsed.

Cross the meadow on an obvious 
tarmac path and through a pedestrian 
gate at the other end. 

You are in Hemingford Abbots. Upon 
reaching the T- junction with Common 
Lane (in essence, the High Street), turn 
left, and after about ¼ mile, pass the 
Axe and Compass Public House on your 
left. Maybe you feel you have already 
earned some refreshment. 

As you continue, the village hall is  
to your right. The road veers gently  
to the left so keep a keen eye  
for a laneway on  
the left by the  
gable of a  
thatched cottage. 

Take this path and walk its 100m length 
before going through a pedestrian gate 
into a field. Cross where the track is 
worn and pass through another two 
pedestrian gates. The river is now on 
your left. Keep it on your left and walk 
past the back gate of the beautiful 
Manor House and it’s gardens to your 
right. When you reach a road (turning 
circle), veer left into a concealed 
laneway. The river is still on your left. 

This path leads you to the church where 
you take the obvious option of turning 
right. Walk up the street until you see 
Love Lane to the  
left which, when  
followed, leads to  
a Y-junction.

Don’t turn left or right. The straight-on 
option takes you past a lot of very nice 
houses (no house envy please) until 
eventually you arrive at a gate which 
leads you into the huge Hemingford 
meadow. Hug the hedge on the right 
until you arrive at a gate into the 
Dolphin Hotel grounds. This meadow 
can be flooded during winter months 
and is often muddy.

As you exit the hotel grounds after 
walking through a tiny tunnel,  
turn left over the historic bridge. 

You may wish to stop at the River 
Terrace Café for brunch or a huge  
slab of cake. 

Keep walking until you reach a street 
on your left called Merrylands. Walk 
straight up this street to the church 
which you will see In the distance. Walk 
through the church yard and exit a little 
gate on the other side. Adjacent to the 
left, you will see a high wall. You enter 
a laneway to the left of it. Keep walking 
until it opens up after about 200m. 
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Veer left onto Thicket Lane. This is 
about 1.25 miles long. The end of 
it is obvious as you reach a turning 
circle/parking for cars. Right takes 
you back to Hill Estate and back 
the way you came.  

If you follow the road straight on,  
it leads to Houghton which is 
beautiful. An American may 
describe it as quaint. If you go 
into the centre and walk down 
Mill Street, you will arrive at the 
National Trust Mill. The little tea 
room may reward you with a pot  
of tea, however two watering  
holes in the village,  
the Three Horseshoes  
and the Three Jolly  
Butchers will offer  
something stronger.

And that’s it! Well done  
for completing the circular 
route from Eagle Mill via 
Houghton, the Hemingfords 
and St Ives.

Lost? Hopefully not. 
Hungry? You deserve 
good food.

Wherever you’re at 
on your walk, if you 
have any questions 
or would like some 
recommendations,  
do give us a call.

If you’re spending the night at 
Eagle Mill after your walk, be sure 
to enjoy a relaxing soak in the 
bath. Put your feet up, pour some 
bubbles and unwind.


